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The Newsletter of the UpCountry South Carolina Section, 
AACE International 

 
 

President’s Message 
 

Welcome to the UCSC Section for AACEI.  I envision that this is 
only the beginning of a long and fruitful relationship with AACE in 
the Clemson, Greenville, Spartanburg & Surrounding Areas.  As 
you may or may not be aware, we have re-established an AACE 
Section and I want to encourage you to circulate this message 
within your organization and to potential AACE members outside 
of your organization.  We need to get the word out and I look to 
you to assist us in that endeavor. 
 
We will soon have a venue for all future UCSC meetings that will 
allow us to have speakers that will be of interest/benefit to 
everyone and hopefully be entertaining at the same time.  Our 
plan is hold monthly meetings (or a seminar) for nine months out 
of the year, with June through August being an open period. 
 
In order to maintain momentum for this section, the current 
officers, with approval of the Board, have elected to stay on 
through May 2008.  So there currently is no plan to hold elections 
this May.  But if you are interested in being an officer or getting 
involved with the Section, please contact me or any of the 
officers/board members and we will more than happy to get you 
involved. 
 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, February 13th.  See you there. 
 
 
Sincerely,  Bob Boyd, PSP 
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Section Announcements 
 
 

Volunteer!! 
 
We are seeking volunteers to assist us in further establishing this Section.  The level of commitment 
varies by position but there is always a constant level of support provided by the board and by the 
committee members.  Recertification credits are provided for serving the Section. 
 
Volunteering on your local Section board can exponentially increase your networking base through 
visibility, and will provide you with leadership skills and experience above and beyond that which you 
gain at your job. 
 
Positions seeking you are: 

- Website Editor 
- Membership Chair 
- Newsletter Editor 
- Scholarship and Student Outreach Chair 
- Awards and Elections Chair 
- Events and Meetings Chair 

 
 
Please contact any of the persons shown on the first page if interested.  Take control of your career path, 
by taking your membership to the next level,  Volunteer. 
 
 
Certification!! 
 
AACEI offers 4 certifications currently with more being planned in the not to distant future.  Currently they 
are: 
1. Interim Cost Consultant Certification (ICC) 
2. Certified Cost Consultant (CCC) / Certified Cost Engineer (CCE) 
3. Planning and Scheduling Professional Certification (PSP) 
4. Earned Value Professional Certification (EVP) 
 
For descriptions and requirements regarding each of these certifications go to the AACEI web page 
(http://www.aacei.org/certification/certExplained.shtml). 
 
Project Controls professionals are in dire need in the construction industry and other industries today.  
You will have to search high and low to find a degree from a college in scheduling, estimating or cost 
control.  Because of this, the value of certifications such as those offered by AACEI has become 
increasingly more valuable.  I have personally witnessed the value managers have put on certification 
within my own career.  I credit my CCC certification with getting me the best jobs I have ever had and 
getting me the most money I have ever gotten as well.  I encourage all of you to consider certification.  
We are committed to helping in every way we can to obtain this goal.  Contact me, Chris Swanson 
(chris.swanson@fluor.com) if you have any questions or need assistance regarding any of the 
certifications mentioned above.
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Membership Renewal !! 
 
UpCountry South Carolina Section Members:  It is time to renew your membership for 2007. 
 
Members who fail to renew their dues in January will be moved to the inactive status.  This results in your 
losing access to the members only section of the AACE International website, loss of member discounts 
on Bookstore Orders, and not receiving your monthly copy of Cost Engineering. 
 
Renew online at https://www.aacei.org/membership/join/renew.shtml, or call 800.858.COST. 
 

January 2007 UpCountry SC Section Dinner Meeting Recap 
 

The Upcountry SC Section meeting was held on January 9, 2007 at Ryans Steakhouse. Our guest speaker was Mike 
Twitchell, project manager of the Kentucky Brown FGD Projects.  During his time with Fluor, he has taught Fluor 
staff how to write work scopes and manage change control. Mike Twitchell presented an overview of Extreme 
Projects that was executed for the US Government Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) by Raytheon and 
Fluor Corporation. Here is a recap: 
 
The Defense Threat Reduction Agency also known as DTRA, is a program under the US Department of Defence, 
delegated to limit the production of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons of mass destruction in the Former 
Soviet Union.   
 
An overview of 4 DTRA projects located in Iraq and Russia were presented: 
 
• TORP 71   -   SS-25 Missile & Launcher Elimination – Phase II 

• Renovation of Facilities for Demilitarization of SS-25 ICBM Launchers and Support 
Vehicles 

    
• TORP 79   -   Biological Weapons Proliferation Project (BWPP) 

• Increasing Safety and Security of Russian Biological Laboratories 
 

• TORP 88   -   Zheleznogorsk Plutonium Prevention Elimination Project(ZPPEP) 
• Design and construction of a new 660 G/cal coal fired power plant near the city of 

Zheleznogorsk to supply heat & electricity to the Siberian city so that the ADE-2 
weapons grade plutonium reactor can be shut down 

 
•  TORP 93   -   Destroying Weapons of Mass Destruction in Iraq 

• Supporting the US Government’s DTRA Program in the Weapons of Mass Destruction 
program in Iraq 

 
Also discussed were each projects highlight and risks as well as the cultural accommodations in Russia and Iraq. 
 
The Upcountry SC Section would like to thank Mike Twitchell for giving a very enlightening presentation. 
 
 
Michelle Jones 
UCSC Secretary 
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February 2007 UpCountry SC Section Dinner Meeting 
 

Tuesday,  February 13, 2007 
 
Guest Speaker:   To Be Named 
 
 
 
Location:  To Be Determined 
 
 
 
Announcement of Speaker and Location to be announced by February 2nd, 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
Schedule: 
6:00PM to 6:30PM    Registration and Networking 
6:30PM to 7:00PM    Dinner 
7:00PM to 8:00PM    Presentation / Program 
 
Cost (Reservations by February 9th) 
$20 Members 
$20 Non-members 
$15 Students 
 
Reservations 
For information, please contact Bob Boyd (864) 517-1710 (e-mail – robert.boyd@fluor.com) 
 
or    Chris Swanson (864) 517-1571 (e-mail – chris.swanson@fluor.com) 
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2007 Meeting Schedule for AACE UpCountry SC Section 
 

Description Day of Week Date(s) Location 
    
UCSC Dinner Meeting 2nd Tuesday 13February 2007 TBD 
UCSC Dinner Meeting 2nd Tuesday 13 March 2007 TBD 
UCSC Dinner Meeting 2nd Tuesday 10 April 2007 TBD 
UCSC Dinner Meeting 2nd Tuesday 08 May 2007 TBD 
    
AACEI Annual Convention Mon. to Wed. 16 to 18 July 2007 Nashville, Tn. 
 
 
 


